
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE UNIVERSAL PAID LEAVE ACT (BILL 21-415)
 MARCH 15,2016

WHEREAS: ANC 8E  supports the residents who work and live in the District of Columbia and 
the business that operate in the District and  hire the residents of the District of Columbia; and

WHEREAS: Only 13 percent of employees nationwide have access to paid family leave and 
only 40 percent have access to paid medical leave, and these employees are disproportionately 
higher income earners; and

WHEREAS: research shows that access to paid leave is associated with economic benefits 
such as improved labor force attachment, employee retention, employee health and well-being, 
family income stability, and reduced dependence on public assistance programs; and

WHEREAS: evidence from exiting state paid family and medical leave programs shows that 
these programs have a positive impact on business, including small businesses; and

WHEREAS: the DC Family and Medical Leave Act only provides access to unpaid leave for 
qualifying employees who work for an employer with 20 employees or more, and have met 
length of employment and hours of service requirement; and

WHEREAS: the Universal Paid Leave Act, Bill 21-415 ("UPLA") has been introduced in the 
District of Columbia City Council to create a city-wide program of universal paid family and 
medical leave ("UPL"); and

WHEREAS: the proposed UPL program would benefit qualifying DC workers by providing 
access to paid leave during times of medical need for themselves or their families, or the 
addition of a child to a family through birth, adoption, or fostering; and

WHEREAS: ANC 8E knows that establishing such a program would contribute to the needed 
diffusion of paid leave programs throughout the region and nationwide; and

WHEREAS: the proposed UPL program would also impose new costs on DC businesses, which 
would be responsible for financing the program through a tax on salaries and wages; and

WHEREAS: ANC 8E strongly supports the goal of UPL for DC residents and workers and 
believes the program adopted by the DC City Council should be done  to the greatest extent 
possible:
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WHEREAS: ANC 8E also strongly support community business and that financing a UPL 
program will not place an undue burden on local DC businesses .

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that ANC 8E urges the DC council to disseminate to the public 
an analysis of the economic impact, including costs and benefits, that the UPL program would 
have on DC businesses and the business climate as a whole.

ANC 8E approved this resolution at its meeting on July 11, 2016, which was properly noticed 
and at which a quorum was present, by a vote of 4 in favor, 1 opposed.

8E01 Marvin Lee.                                                                    202-904-6565
8E02 Anthony Muhammad                                                    202-359-3517
8E03 Anthony Dailey.                                                             202-903-1440
8E04 KiKi McBroom.                                                              202-422-8612
8E05 Christopher Hawthorne                                                202-425-0563
8E06 Karlene K. Armstead                                                     202-425-9636
8E07 Stephen Slaughter                                                         202-503-0017

Anthony Muhammad, Chair


